
Alliance for Healthy Homes & Communities: 
Legislative Initiatives Update 

March 18, 2013 

Welcome to the webinar.  We will begin shortly. 
  

Please use the questions/chat function to ask 
questions throughout the presentation.  We will 
refer them to the appropriate presenters, and 
share the responses in a follow up email 



For More Info on everything 
regarding the legislature 

www.leg.state.mn.us 



Agenda 

• Introduction - Dan Newman, Sustainable Resources Center 

• Governor’s Budget and Radon Legislation – Jim Kelly, MDH 

• Healthy Homes initiative – Dan Newman 

• Transit – Dave Van Hattum, Transit for Livable Communities 

• Housing - Julie Johnson, Minnesota Housing Partnership 

• Toxic Free Kids Act – Kim Labo, Clean Water Action/Healthy 
Legacy Coalition 

• Safe Routes – Rachel Callanan, American Heart Association 

• SHIP - Britta Orr, Local Public Health Assoc of MN 

• Wrap up 



Minnesota Department of Health 

• Presenter:  Jim Kelly 



Gov. Dayton’s Proposed 2013 Budget 
Jim Kelly, MDH 

• $100K in new General Funds to support 
Healthy Homes and lead surveillance 

• Implement a $5K per day penalty on lead 
paint abatement violations (align with 
EPA) 

• Restore SHIP funding to $20M per year 

• Radon in real estate 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=state+of+minnesota+symbols&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=h9Hu16PMRB2P1M&tbnid=xoVvzn7bMgLkkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/seals/mn_seal.htm&ei=YO0HUdWsLKGi2QXHhoGABw&bvm=bv.41524429,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGT6yY2rb5S-bVZt_Bn145LBhNeeg&ust=1359560417135896


Background, Radon in Real Estate 
Jim Kelly, MDH 

• Radon not regulated 
– Except new construction since 2009 

• General disclosure requirements in real estate 
(MS 513.55) inadequate 
– Discourages seller from testing 

• have to disclose if high 

– Misleading to buyer  
• can check off ‘no radon environmental concern’ if never 

tested 

• Do realtors educate their clients? 



Radon Awareness Act 
Jim Kelly, MDH 

• Applies to most residential real estate 

• Buyers and sellers given information 
– MDH radon publication  

– Seller Discloses: 
• whether radon testing conducted 

• history of testing and mitigation 

• records of testing and mitigation 

• ‘Radon Warning Statement’ 

• Effective 1/1/14 



Status of Radon Bill 
Jim Kelly, MDH 

• Part of MDH Omnibus Policy Bill 

• House  
– Rep Laine 

– H.F. 662 

– Passed Health and Human Services Policy Committee 

– In Civil Law Committee (on 3/15/13) 

• Senate  
– Sen. Marty 

– S.F. 887 

– Passed Health & Human Services and Commerce Committees 

– In Judiciary Committee (on 3/15/13)   

 



Healthy Homes Program and Grants  

• Presenter – Dan Newman, SRC 



Healthy Homes Program & Grants 
 HF1445/SF1272 

Text of bill found at: www.leg.state.mn.us 
HF 1445 / SF 1272 will create public health capacity to 

address housing-based health threats such as lead, 
radon, and environmental asthma triggers by: 

• funding an education/training program 
• providing grants to local public health agencies to 

reduce hazards in homes, and  
• ensuring that MDH has resources to coordinate 

agencies/programs, evaluate outcomes, and provide 
technical assistance.  

• They will also ensure continuation of the childhood 
lead poisoning prevention program. 
 

 

http://www.leg.state.mn.us/


Education/Training $400k 
Grants will be issued to non-profit organizations to 

engage the private sector and provide outreach, 
education, and training on healthy homes methods and 
concepts, including comprehensive home assessments 
and interventions. Specific goals of the grant are: 

• Implement primary prevention programs and measures 
in high-risk areas to reduce housing-based health 
threats and raise awareness of best practices 

• Provide training and technical assistance to building 
professionals, homeowners, healthcare providers, and 
building material suppliers 



Implementation Grants $800k 
Grants will be provided to LPHAs to support 

implementation. Piloted in 2011, the new grants will 
build on lessons learned, allowing LPHAs to: 

• Be reimbursed for medical case management for 
children with elevated lead 

• Identify and mitigate hazards in housing 

• Ensure that families are connected with available 
resources and services 

• Establish local collaborative networks to better target 
efforts in homes 

 



MDH Coordination &  
Technical Support $450k 

MDH will receive support to sustain successful lead 
poisoning prevention efforts and provide technical 
assistance and leadership to healthy homes 
programs statewide. Specifically, MDH will: 

• Work closely with the Alliance for Healthy Homes 
and Communities to implement and evaluate the 
Healthy Homes Strategic Plan 

• Coordinate state agency efforts with local resources 

• Provide technical assistance, grant management, and 
healthy homes supplies to local programs 



Hearings 

House Health & Human Services Committee   

• Wednesday, 3/20 at 10:00 a.m. 

• Rep. Thomas Huntley– Duluth 
 

 

Senate Health, Human Services and Housing 
Policy committee 

• Wednesday 3/20 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Senator Sheran – Mankato 

 

 



Transit for Livable Communities 

• Presenter – Dave Van Hattum, Transit for 
Livable Communities 

 





Transit for a Stronger Economy Coalition 





What specifically would $300 million per year buy in the metro? 
And $32 million in Greater Minnesota? 

BUS ($125 million)—expand and upgrade service 
ÁHigh-amenity “rapid bus” service on 12 high-frequency routes 
ÁHigher frequency, faster bus service to more locations, with longer 

service hours 
ÁBetter shelters, lighting, and technology 
ÁKeep fares  affordable  

  

LRT/BRT/Rail ($125 million)—build-out the regional system of 
transitways, including Bus Rapid Transit  
Á3 more light rail transit (LRT) lines, including Southwest LRT 
ÁBus Rapid Transit (BRT) with dedicated lanes on 4 more highway 

corridors 
ÁRelated rail investments 
  
  
 



What specifically would $300 million per year buy in the metro? 
And $32 million in Greater Minnesota? 

 LOCAL NEEDS ($50 million)—funds to cities and counties   
 
ÁSidewalks, bicycle routes, and ADA compliance projects 
ÁLocal transit improvements 
 
GREATER MINNESOTA ($32 million) 
 
Á250 more bus routes across 64 operating systems to meet needs 

in existing systems and add service in counties and communities 
currently without transit service. 
ÁEvening and weekend service in key areas 



Where we stand today – HF1044, SF927 

• Governor Dayton’s budget vs. our bill 
 

• Committee Hearings on Wednesday March 
20th: 
• Senate: 3/20, 3pm, Rm 15 
• House: 3/20, SOB Rm 5, 6pm 

 
• Mid April, full vote 

 



How do we build the system in 15 years instead of 30? 

We need a ¾ of a penny increase in the regional sales tax to 
generate $300 million per year in additional funding. 



Minnesota Housing Partnership March 18, 2013 

HOMES FOR ALL 2013 



Homes for All   
2013 Legislative Agenda 

Homes for All supports proven programs that stabilize families, prevent  
homelessness, and create workforce housing.  

  

1. Invest an additional $25 million in Minnesota Housing Finance Agency 
Programs. Programs Impacted:   

– Family Homeless Prevention Assistance Program; Housing Trust Fund 

– Challenge Fund; Rental Rehab loans 

– Homeownership Assistance Fund; HECAT 

– Capacity Building 

2. Invest an additional $25 million in Department of Human Services 
Programs. Programs Impacted: 

–  Long-Term Homeless Supportive Services Fund; Transitional Housing; Emergency Services 
Grants; Homeless Youth Act  

3. Invest $50 million in Bonds for Housing  
– $35 million for housing infrastructure bonds; $15 million for public housing rehabilitation 



Homes for All   
2013 Legislative Agenda 

Legislation Introduced:  

• $50 million for Housing Bonds: 
1. S.F. 960, sponsored by Senator Sparks is being heard right now in the Senate  

2. Rep. Hausman is chief author of H.F. 1070 in the House 

3. Working with Governor’s office this week for possible inclusion in his $750 million bonding 
proposal 

• $25 million increase in funding to MHFA: 
1. S.F. 811, sponsored by Sen. Dibble will be heard this Wednesday in the Senate 

2. H.F. 1194, sponsored by Rep. Isaacson was heard last Wednesday and laid over for possible 
inclusion 

• $25 million increase in funding to DHS: 
1. H.F. 937, sponsored by Laine, was heard during the Homeless Day on the Hill on March 7. 

Hearing was packed 

2. S.F. 797, sponsored by Clausen, was cancelled and is being rescheduled 

 



Homes for All   
2013 Legislative Agenda 

Small Victories Along the Way:  

• $25 million increase in funding to MHFA: 
1. Governor Dayton increased funding to Challenge by $10 million and to the Housing Trust 

Fund by $3 million in one time funding 

2. Zero cuts 

• $25 million increase in funding to DHS: 
1. Governor Dayton increased funding to the Homeless Youth Act by $5 million in his 

Supplemental Budget bill 

2. Zero Cuts 

 

Budget targets were worked out this weekend and will be announced this week. Advocates 
worked hard to get higher budget targets to the committees for our bills! 

 



Resources for the Curious 

Minnesota Housing Partnership 

– 2013 State Policy: http://mhponline.org/policy/policystate/ 

 

Statistics 

– Wilder Homelessness in MN Survey: http://www.wilder.org/Wilder-
Research/Research-Areas/Homelessness/Pages/default.aspx 

– MHP “2x4” Report: http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-and-
research/2x4-report 

– MHP County Profiles: http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-and-
research/county-profiles/320/320-2012 

– MHP Minnesota Housing Trends: http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-
and-research/housing-trends 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Julie Johnson, 651-925-5548, 
jjohnson@mhponline.org 



Healthy Legacy Coalition Legislative 
Agenda 

• Presenter – Kim LaBo 

 



2013 Toxic Free Kids Act  
• MDH has identified 9 priority 

chemicals: 
Á BPA 
Á 3 phthalates 
Á Lead & Cadmium 
Á 2 flame retardants 
Á formaldehyde 

  
• Act requires disclosure and 

phase out of priority chemicals 
in children’s products (under 12 
yrs) 
 



2013 Toxic Free Kids Act  

• Introduction: Feb.14 

• Status: Passed 6 Senate & 
House Committees; 
defeated in Senate 
Commerce last week. 

 

  



Remaining Chemical Bills 

• Formaldehyde Ban in children’s personal care 
products 

   

• BPA Ban in children’s food packaging 

*Both passed 6 committees, House Enviro Policy next 

 

Contact: Kim LaBo at klabo@cleanwater.org 

 

 



Minnesota Safe Routes to School 

• Presenter –Rachel Callanan, 
regional vice president of 
advocacy for American Heart 
Association  

Rachel.callanan@heart.org  

 

mailto:Rachel.callanan@heart.org
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Minnesota Safe Routes to School 
• State program created in 2012 with strong bipartisan 

support (32 total authors!)  

• Building off the Federal SRTS program, the state 
program would be administered by MnDOT. The 
competive grant process would fund infrastructure 
(sidewalks, signals, walk bridges, etc.) and non-
infrastructure (staffing, training, etc.) to establish 
local SRTS programs. 

• There is a high demand for these resources in 
communities throughout Minnesota. In 2011 there 
were $23 million in requests for federal SRTS 
resources; only $3.8 million was available. 



Why MN Safe Routes to School? 

• Children need at least 60 minutes of physical activity daily. 
• SRTS can play a critical role in reversing the alarming 

nationwide trend toward childhood obesity and inactivity by 
creating safe opportunities for children to walk and bike to 
school. 

• SRTS builds community by supporting the infrastructure to 
ensure schools remain a central community resource.  

• SRTS reduces congestion and promotes safety—particularly 
with the increase in children being driven to school.  

• The MN SRTS program may be used for High Schools; the 
federal program is limited only to elementary and middle 
schools.  
 



2013 Safe Routes to School 
Proposal 

• In 2013 we are seeking a total of $16 million in 
funding  
– $3.2M in general fund and  
– $12.8M in bonding.  

• Rep. Melissa Hortman and Sen. Melisa Franzen are 
chief authors. Total of 22 bipartisan authors so far! 

• Bill numbers: HF797 and SF687 
• Bill status:  

– HF797 was heard in House Transp. Finance and was laid 
over for possible inclusion in the omnibus transportation 
finance bill and the bonding portion will be included in 
that committee’s ranking process.  

– No hearing yet for SF687.  

 



Take Action to Support  
Minnesota Safe Routes to School! 

• Become a member of the of the MN SRTS 
Coalition! (we currently have 37 members) 

• For more information: www.heart.org/mnsrts  

• Or contact me: rachel.callanan@heart.org  

• Join us on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/SafeRoutesToSchoolMinnesota  

 

http://www.heart.org/mnsrts
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Statewide Health Improvement 
Program 

• Contact- Britta Orr, Local Public Health Assoc 
of MN 

 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Past 

–Began in 2008 bipartisan health reform 
package 

–PSE work addressing tobacco and obesity 

–Grants go to local public health 

–Community-driven partnerships using 
evidence-based strategies statewide 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Changes 

–$47 million for 2010-11 biennium 

–$15 million for 2012-13 biennium 

–70% cut led to competitive program 

–Reduced from 87 counties to 51 and 9 
tribes to 1 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Present 

– Funding is set to expire in June 2013 

–Governor’s budget proposes $40 million 
for 2014-15 biennium from HCAF 

–Rep. Huntley has named a priority 

– Senate is less certain 

 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Strategy 

–Broad coalition including physicians, public 
health, health plans, advocates and others 

– Still considering bill introduction 

– Expect policy language from MDH 

–May see other funding alternatives 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

SHIP Support 
• If you are not already linked to the SHIP Coalition, please send me your 

contact information if you wish to get involved/received actions alerts, etc 
as the bills move forward.  

• Rebecca Thoman, with the American Cancer Society, has taken point on 
developing a stronger grassroots network for SHIP - and any/all Alliance 
members with interest are welcome to contact me  
 
Britta Orr, Director   Local Public Health Association of Minnesota 
 
651-789-4354 (work) 
612-695-9309 (cell) 
651-224-6540 (fax) 
borr@mncounties.org<mailto:borr@mncounties.org> 
 
 

mailto:borr@mncounties.org


Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Resources 
– MDH web site: 

• www.health.state.mn.us/ship (e.g., fact sheets) 

– LPHA web site: 
• www.lpha-mn.org (e.g., Coalition press release) 

– Britta Orr, Director, Local Public Health 
Association 
• borr@mncounties.org 

• 651-789-4354 (office) or 612-695-9309 (cell) 
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Follow Up 
• The session is available in a recorded format and may be viewed 

at: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/4097714159555350272 

 
• It will also be posted on the Alliance website in the next week at:    

www.alliancehhc.org 
 

• Please share with others who may be interested. 
 

• If you know of others who may want to join the distribution or 
membership list, send email to m.hoeft@src-mn.org 
 

Thank you for participating today! 
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