
Alliance for Healthy Homes & Communities: 
 Legislative Initiatives Update 

February 4, 2013 

•Introduction - Dan Newman, Sustainable Resources Center 

•Governor’s Budget – Jim Kelly & Dan Symonik, MDH 

•SRC initiatives – Sam Walseth, Capitol Hill Associates 

•Transit – Dave Van Hattum, Transit for Livable Communities 

•SHIP - Britta Orr, Local Public Health Assoc of MN 

•Housing - Julie Johnson, Minnesota Housing Partnership 

•Toxic Free Kids Act – Kim Labo, Clean Water Action/Healthy 
Legacy Coalition 

•Safe Routes – Rachel Callanan, American Heart Association 



Minnesota Department of Health 

• Presenters:  Jim Kelly, Dan Tranter and Dan 
Symonik 



Gov. Dayton’s Proposed 2013 Budget 
Jim Kelly & Dan Symonik, MDH 

• $100K in new General Funds to support 
Healthy Homes and lead surveillance 

• Seeking appropriate balance between 
current surveillance and mitigation funding 

• Implement a $5K per day penalty on lead 
paint abatement violations (align with EPA) 

• Radon in real estate 

• Restore SHIP funding to $20M per year 
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Original MDH Proposal: 3HP 
Jim Kelly & Dan Symonik, MDH 

• Healthy Homes, Healthy People (3HP): 
lead surveillance, HH data collection, 
connection to services, primary 
prevention, grants to locals 

• $5K per day penalty on lead paint 
abatement violations  

• Authority for rule revisions consistent 
with EPA RRP rules 

• Licensing of radon testing, mitigation, 
and laboratory analysis contractors 
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Other MDH Activities 
Jim Kelly & Dan Symonik, MDH 

• Minnesota Healthy Homes Strategic Plan 

• Biennial Lead Surveillance Report 

• Discuss Governor’s budget items 

• Ongoing discussions with DHS and other 
state agencies around Healthy Homes 

• M-CLEAN meeting: March 4th at SOP 

• Work with the Alliance to 
review/respond to any new legislative 
proposals 
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MDH Contacts 

• Jodi Nelson, Healthy Homes Coordinator 
• Jodi.nelson@state.mn.us / 651-201-4972 

• Dan Symonik, Lead Surveillance 
• Daniel.symonik@state.mn.us / 651-201-4928 

• Dan Locher, Lead Enforcement 
• Dan.locher@state.mn.us / 651-201-4605 

• Dan Tranter, Indoor Air/Radon 
• Daniel.tranter@state.mn.us / 651-201-4618 

• Jim Kelly, Env. Surveillance & Assessment 
• James.kelly@state.mn.us / 651-201-4910 

• Dale Dorschner, Indoor Env. & Radiation 
• Dale.dorschner@state.mn.us / 651-201-4603 

mailto:Jodi.nelson@state.mn.us
mailto:Daniel.symonik@state.mn.us
mailto:Dan.locher@state.mn.us
mailto:Daniel.tranter@state.mn.us
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Healthy Homes Initiatives  

• Presenter – Sam Walseth, Capitol Hill 
Associates 



Healthy Homes Initiative 

Beginning implementation of the Minnesota 
Healthy Homes Strategic Plan and the Alliance 
for Healthy Homes and Communities 

• In 2012 hundreds of people from many sectors 
participated in developing the Healthy Homes 
Strategic Plan, published by MDH in November, 
and in planning for the Alliance for Healthy 
Homes and Communities. The Alliance initiative 
advances key strategies in the state plan which 
were also identified as priorities by the members.   

 



1. Best Practice Asthma Care 

• Include home environmental assessments 
and interventions as covered services for all 
children with moderate and severe asthma.   

 

• Best practice care includes clinical services, 
pharmacological interventions, 
patient/family education and home 
environmental assessments and 
improvements.   

 



2. Robust Lead Poisoning Prevention 
• In 2012 the CDC concluded that there is no safe level of 

blood lead for children.  Congress eliminated the CDC 
lead poisoning prevention grant program, which had 
supported the very successful Minnesota efforts for 18 
years.   
 

• Keep state level monitoring and case management 
assistance in place, while expanding the capacity of 
local public health agencies to intervene when children 
with elevated lead levels above 5ug/dL are found.   
 

• Provide MA reimbursement for lead case management 
services provided by local agencies. 



3. Establishing Standards for 
Inspection and Repair 

• Stakeholders identified the need for 
establishing quality standards for home 
health and safety inspections and for 
corrective measures.   
 

• Individuals and organizations who want 
healthy homes services need to know what 
they should be getting for their investment. 

 



4. Information, Training and Technical 
Assistance 

• Stakeholders identified that they needed 
trusted sources of information, general and 
specialized training, and technical assistance.   
 

• Services need to be available electronically 
and through personal contact to reach the 
populations most in need. 

 



5. Support for Local Leadership 

• Grant support for multi-sector initiatives to 
improve the health of the housing in their 
community, for planning, implementation 
and evaluation.   

 



6. Support for MDH Leadership for 
Healthy Homes 

• MDH leadership across state agencies, across 
sectors, and in support of local actions is vital 
to the success of this initiative. 

 



Transit for Livable Communities 

• Presenter – Dave Van Hattum, Transit for 
Livable Communities 

 





Transit for a Stronger Economy Coalition 



Where do we stand today? 

• No money to expand the bus system 
 

• Recurring fights to maintain the bus service 
we have 
 

• Uncertainty about Southwest LRT and no 
money for additional light rail lines. 
 

• No money for safe connections to transit    
by walking or bicycling 
 





What specifically would $300 million per year buy in the metro? 
And $32 million in Greater Minnesota? 

BUS ($125 million)—expand and upgrade service 
 

ÁHigh-amenity “rapid bus” service on 12 high-frequency routes 
ÁHigher frequency, faster bus service to more locations, with longer 

service hours 
ÁBetter shelters, lighting, and technology 
ÁKeep fares  affordable  

  

LRT/BRT/Rail ($125 million)—build-out the regional system of transitways, 
including Bus Rapid Transit  
 

Á3 more light rail transit (LRT) lines, including Southwest LRT 
ÁBus Rapid Transit (BRT) with dedicated lanes on 4 more highway 

corridors 
ÁRelated rail investments 
  
  
 



What specifically would $300 million per year buy in the metro? 
And $32 million in Greater Minnesota? 

  

LOCAL NEEDS ($50 million)—funds to cities and counties   
 

ÁSidewalks, bicycle routes, and ADA compliance projects 
ÁLocal transit improvements 
 
 

GREATER MINNESOTA ($32 million) 
 

Á250 more bus routes across 64 operating systems to meet needs 
in existing systems and add service in counties and communities 
currently without transit service. 
ÁEvening and weekend service in key areas 



How do we build the system in 15 years instead of 30? 

We need $300 million per year in additional funding. 

CONTACT: Whitney Lawrence 651-789-1406  
whitneyl@tlcminnesota.org 

mailto:whitneyl@tlcminnesota.org


Statewide Health Improvement 
Program 

• Presenter - Britta Orr, Local Public Health 
Assoc of MN 

 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Past 

–Began in 2008 bipartisan health reform 
package 

–PSE work addressing tobacco and obesity 

–Grants go to local public health 

–Community-driven partnerships using 
evidence-based strategies statewide 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Changes 

–$47 million for 2010-11 biennium 

–$15 million for 2012-13 biennium 

–70% cut led to competitive program 

–Reduced from 87 counties to 51 and 9 
tribes to 1 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Present 

– Funding is set to expire in June 2013 

–Governor’s budget proposes $40 million 
for 2014-15 biennium from HCAF 

–Rep. Huntley has named a priority 

– Senate is less certain 

 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Strategy 

–Broad coalition including physicians, public 
health, health plans, advocates and others 

– Still considering bill introduction 

– Expect policy language from MDH 

–May see other funding alternatives 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Support 

–Thanks to Governor and Commissioner 

–Outreach to key legislators 

– Earned media and education 

–BE READY (e.g., get on list for action alerts) 



Statewide Health Improvement 
Program (SHIP)  

• SHIP Resources 
– MDH web site: 

• www.health.state.mn.us/ship (e.g., fact sheets) 

– LPHA web site: 
• www.lpha-mn.org (e.g., Coalition press release) 

– Britta Orr, Director, Local Public Health 
Association 
• borr@mncounties.org 

• 651-789-4354 (office) or 612-695-9309 (cell) 

 

 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/oshii/ship/index.html
http://www.lpha-mn.org/
http://www.lpha-mn.org/
http://www.lpha-mn.org/
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Minnesota Housing Partnership 

• Presenter – Julie Johnson 

 



Minnesota Housing Partnership February 
4, 2013 

HOMES FOR ALL 2013 



Snapshot of Rising Housing Need 
Homelessness 

– Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth school districts reported 3,318 homeless children  

– Hennepin County also saw an average of 335 homeless families seeking shelter, the highest 
number seeking shelter in twelve years 

– About half of Minnesota’s homeless population is under the age of 21 

Rental 
– 70% of renters in MN with incomes below $35,000  and 50% of renters overall are cost 

burdened by housing costs 

– 2.7% vacancy rate in Twin Cities; 2 years the vacancy rate has been below 5% 

– Ave increase of $17 to $951 for rent in the Twin Cities from last quarter; highest jump since 
2001 

Homeownership 
– Estimated to have almost 20,000 foreclosures in 2012; still nearly 3 times the rate of 

foreclosure in 2005 

– Minnesota is ranked 1st among the 50 states for highest homeownership rate; but 45th for 
African Americans, 41st for Latinos; 36th for Asians, and 35th for Native Americans 

– The number of pre-foreclosure notices down ~30% compared to two years ago 



Beginning of Homes for All 

• Initiated in 2011 as an alliance between 
housing and homeless advocates: 
– Separate agendas created competition within 

legislative committees; 

– Continuing budget deficits resulted in deeper cuts 
to vital programs; 

– Need to build more power to address rising 
problems; 

– Recognized that we are all part of the same 
continuum. 



Beginning of Homes for All Cont’d 

• Led to 2012 Bonding Victory: 

– Unprecedented amount of bonds awarded to 
Minnesota Housing; 

– Bipartisan effort; 

– Awarded appropriation bonds for the first time. 



Homes for All   
2013 Legislative Agenda 

Homes for All supports proven programs that stabilize families, 
prevent  homelessness, and create workforce housing.  

  

1. Invest an additional $25 million in Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency Programs   
 

2. Invest an additional $25 million in Department of Human 
Services Programs   
 

3. Invest $50 million in Bonds for Housing  



Homes for All 2013 Legislative Agenda 
Create Jobs and Workforce Housing  

• For every 100 family apartments constructed in a typical lowincome 
housing tax credit development, an estimated 122 construction related 
jobs are created, followed by 30 permanent jobs. (National Association of 
Home Builders, March 2010) 

• Studies of corporate executives have found the availability and cost of 
housing plays a role in where businesses decide to build, relocate, or 
expand their operations. (Gambale, 2009, Area Development) 

• Renter incomes have fallen 16% since 2000, while rents have  increased 
6%. (Decennial Census, 2000; American Community Survey, 2011)  

Better School Performance 

• Children with stable housing—even living in poverty—do better in school 
than children without stable housing. Students who are homeless or 
highly mobile have chronically worse reading and math scores than 
children with stable housing. (Masten, 2012, U of MN)  



Homes for All 2013 Legislative Agenda 
Provide Return on Investments (ROI)  

• State investments in affordable  housing leverage resources 
from private, foundation, federal, and local sources.  

• Foreclosure counseling in Minnesota costs $400 per family, 
while each foreclosure costs communities, municipalities, and 
lenders $52,000.  (Gabriel & Todd, Minneapolis Federal 
Reserve Bank, 2010; MN Home Ownership Center 2010 
Annual Report)   

• In 2010, supportive housing, which helps homeless people 
maintain housing, generated at least $123 million for 
Minnesota taxpayers, returning $1.44 for every public dollar 
invested.  (Chase, Da’ar, & Diaz, 2012, Wilder Research)  



Homes for All 2013 Legislative Agenda 
 

Contribute to Government Redesign  

• Public services should be designed to promote health, 
community integration, long-term stability, and self-
sufficiency, instead of short-term crisis services.  Investments 
in housing and services diverts vulnerable people from costly 
public crisis services such as treatment, emergency room care, 
and jail. 



Homes for All 2013 Agenda 
MHFA Program  Purpose  2012-13 

Funding 
Level  

Proposed 
Increase by 
H4A 

Total Base 
Funding 
Proposed by 
H4A 

Proposed 
Funding 
2014-15  

Governor’s Budget 
2014-15 

Family Homeless 
Prevention Assistance 
Program (FHPAP) 

Direct assistance and 
services to households at 
risk of losing housing or 
transitioning out of 
homelessness  

$14.93 
million  

$2.5 million  $17.4 million $14.93 
million 

$14.93 million 

Challenge Fund  Financing for affordable 
housing development 
statewide  

$13.91 
million  

$9 million 
(Restored) 
$5 million 
Increase  

$27.9 million $13.91 
million 

$23.91 million 
($10 million increase) 

Housing Trust Fund  Rental assistance for 
households previously 
homeless  

$19.11 
million  

$2 million 
(Restored)  
$2.5 million 
Increase 

$23.6 million $24.386 
million 

$27.386 million 
($3 million increase) 

Preservation (PARIF) & 
Rehab Loans  

Assistance for owners of 
smaller rental properties 
for improvements; & 
preservation loans for 
subsidized rental housing; 
& assistance for the 
rehabilitation of single 
family housing 

PARIF 
$14.626 
  
Rental & 
Single 
Family 
Rehab 
$4.898 
million  

Rental Rehab 
Loans 
$3 million 
(Restored) 

PARIF 
$8.4 million 
  
Rental Rehab 
Loans 
$7.9 million 
  
Single Family 
Rehab Loan 
$5.5 million 

  

PARIF 
$14.626 
  
Rental & 
Single Family 
Rehab 
$4.898 
million 

$13.98 million 
combined to Preservation/ Rental 
Preservation and Rehabilitation 

  
$5.543 million to Homeownership 
Rehab Loans 



Homes for All 2013 Agenda 

MHFA Program  Purpose  2012-13 
Funding 
Level  

Proposed 
Increase by 
H4A 

Total Base 
Funding 
Proposed by 
H4A 

Proposed 
Funding 
2014-15  

Governor’s Budget 
2014-15 

HECAT  Homebuyer/homeowner 
education, counseling and 
training services  

$1.502 
million  

$250,000 
(Restored)  

$1.75 million $1.502 
million 

$1.502 million  

Capacity Building  Regional coordination 
leverages federal funding  

$250,000  $250,000 
(Restored) 
$250,000 
Increase 

$750,000 $250,000 $250,000  

Homeownership Assistance 
Fund  

Down payment and 
closing cost assistance for 
first-time homebuyers  

$1.594 
million  

$250,000 
(Restored)  

$1.8 million $1.594 
million 

$1.594 million  



Homes for All 2013 Agenda 

DHS Program Purpose  2012 – 2013 
Funding Level  

Proposed Increase  Total Base 
Funding 
Proposed 

Govenor’s 
Budget 

Long-Term Homeless 
Supportive Services 
Fund  

Services to individuals, youth, and 
families in supportive housing 
(1,689 households in SFY10) 

$9.9 million  $10 million $19.9 million $9.9 million  

Transitional Housing  Housing and services for individuals and 
families who have been homeless 
(3,812 individuals in SFY2010) 

$5.9 million $6 million $11.9 million $5.9 million 

Emergency Services 
Program  

Services and emergency shelter for 
people who have been homeless  
(3,980 individuals in SFY10)  

$688,000 $1 million $1.7 million $688,000 

Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act  

Housing and services for youth who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness 
586 individuals in SFY10 

$238,000 $8 million $8.2 million $238,000 



Resources for the Curious 
Minnesota Housing Partnership 

– 2013 State Policy: http://mhponline.org/policy/policystate/ 

 

Statistics 

– Wilder Homelessness in MN Survey: http://www.wilder.org/Wilder-
Research/Research-Areas/Homelessness/Pages/default.aspx 

– MHP “2x4” Report: http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-and-
research/2x4-report 

– MHP County Profiles: http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-and-
research/county-profiles/320/320-2012 

– MHP Minnesota Housing Trends: 
http://mhponline.org/publications/reports-and-research/housing-
trends 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Julie Johnson, 651-925-5548, 

 jjohnson@mhponline.org 

mailto:jjohnson@mhponline.org


2013 Toxic Free Kids Act  

• Presenter – Kim Labo 

 



2013 Toxic Free Kids Act  
• MDH has identified 9 priority 

chemicals: 
ü BPA 
ü 3 phthalates 
ü Lead & Cadmium 
ü 2 flame retardants 
ü formaldehyde 

  
• Act requires disclosure and 

phase out of priority chemicals 
in children’s products (under 12 
yrs) 
 



2013 Toxic Free Kids Act  

• Introduction: Feb.8 

• Supporters:  

 Healthy Legacy Coalition- 

 36 MN Organizations 

• For more info: 

    contact Kim LaBo  

klabo@cleanwater.org 

mailto:klabo@cleanwater.org


Minnesota Safe Routes to School 

• Presenter – Dan Newman for Rachel Callanan 



What is Minnesota Safe Routes to School? 
• State program created in 2012 with strong bipartisan support 

(32 total authors!)  

• Administered by MnDOT to fund infrastructure (sidewalks, 
signals, walk bridges, etc.) and non-infrastructure (staffing, 
training, etc.) to establish local SRTS programs. 

• In 2013 we are seeking funding (both general fund and 
bonding); amount TBD. Rep. Melissa Hortman is chief author. 

• Children need at least 60 minutes of physical activity daily. 

• SRTS can play a critical role in reversing the alarming 
nationwide trend toward childhood obesity and inactivity by 
creating safe opportunities for children to walk and bike to 
school. 



Take Action to Support  
Minnesota Safe Routes to School! 

• 37 members of the SRTS coalition  

• Join the coalition by signing a resolution of 
support!  

• For our fact sheet, resolution, video, etc. visit: 
www.heart.org/mnsrts or contact me: 
rachel.callanan@heart.org  

• We invite you to attend our Heart on the Hill 
Feb. 12th to lobby your legislators in support of 
SRTS. Register today at: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013mnheartonthehill  

http://www.heart.org/mnsrts
mailto:rachel.callanan@heart.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013mnheartonthehill


Follow Up 
• We will compile the questions asked during this session and share 

the answers in a follow up email. 

 

• The session is now available in a recorded format, at this link. 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/8451867066040643328 

• Please share with others who may be interested. 

 

• If you know of others who may want to join the distribution or 
membership list, send email to m.hoeft@src-mn.org 

 

Thank you for participating today! 
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